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Newsletter #15: 

What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


I can’t believe I’ve already written fifteen newsletters. I hope that you all have found 
them helpful. I want to improve on them and add information that people will find 
useful so do me a favor and send me a note if there is something that I could do more 
or less of, etc. I had one helpful person tell me to “keep it short” and that is good 
advice. There are so many places where people can get their information that short 
valuable bits of news is probably the most helpful for everyone. 


London trip (May 9-12) 

I arrive in London on Tuesday and was fortunate enough to have a good friend put me 
up (thank you good friend.. ..you know who you are!). I’ll spend a majority of my time 
viewing NAC lots and I also will pop by and visit my friends at Roma, Sovereign 
Rarities and London Coin Galleries. Additionally if time permits there is an interesting 
small sale of coins at Morton & Eden and I will try to get in there to view those pieces. 


Auction Closings (Agora Auctions - May 9 and CNG 105 - May 10) 

Agora auctions will begin closing their lots at midnight on May 9th. A lot closes every 
30 seconds. If you are interested in this auction I’m happy to assist. 

CNG 105 closes on May 10 and there are several impressive coins with one or no bids 
on them. It is true that most of the action happens at the very end of the auction but it 
is worth a look as there are some great types. 

*Please note that I will obviously be in London when Agora and CNG 105 closes 
however I will be online and “participating” just as I would at home in the auction. 
Since neither is a live sale it doesn’t much matter where I am physically when the lots 
close. If you have given me your bids, which some of you have, you can email me at 
any time before the auction closes. If I see that your bid level is close to being 
surpassed and I think we can react then I will try to reach out to you to see if you 
want to increase your bid. Please opt for email over phone calls if at all possible. I 
always respond quickly and that would be the most cost effective means to contact 
me. 
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The catalogs were sent out last week and because I needed a few more for customers, 

I received additional catalogs from NAC. Please let me know if you want a copy and I’ll 
send them out. 

I will phone bid live in all three auctions so please keep in mind the auction schedule 
and get me your bids at least 48 hours in advance of the auction so I can relay lots 
numbers that I need to be called to auction staff: 

The Sincona auction takes place May 16, 2017 at 9 a.m. in Zurich (2 a.m. in Chicago) 

The Nomos auction takes place May 17, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. in Zurich (6:30 a.m. in 
Chicago) 

The NAC auction takes place on May 29 & 30, 2017 in Zurich 
NAC 99 takes place on May 29 at 1:15 p.m. (6:15 a.m. in Chicago) 

NAC 100 takes place on May 29 at 2:00 p.m. (j a.m. in Chicago) 

NAC 100 part 2 (lots 1001-1348) takes place on May 30 at 10 a.m. (3 a.m. in Chicago) 

NAC 100 part 2 (lots 1349-end) takes place on May 30 at 2 p.m. (7 a.m. in Chicago) 


CNG Esale 397 (closes May 17, 2017) 

CNG closes their bi-monthly electronic sale on May 17th. There are 980 lots of Greek, 
Roman, Byzantine and world coinage. Please let me know if you have interest in any 
of the lots in the auction as I will be participating. 


Discussion Forums 

When I started my own business 7 months ago I wanted to find a noncommercial way 
to meet like-minded people who were as passionate about ancient coins as I am. 

There are few websites that bring coin hobbyists together but I’d like to discuss one 
that I only came to know through a customer of mine. It is called CoinTalk. CoinTalk 
is filled with people that are most interested in discussing historical details of coins, 
asking questions of their fellow participants and taking part in good old fashioned 
show and tell. The variety of collectors on CoinTalk do range from complete novice to 
the advanced collector. I think this is what makes CoinTalk so compelling. Here is the 
url for CoinTalk. Do check it out if you want a place to discuss coins, ask questions or 
simply show off your ancient coins. CoinTalk also covers any area of coinage but 
naturally for me I am interested most in the ancient coins. 
https://www.cointalk.com/ 


Coin of the Week 

I’ve chosen one of the earliest of all coinage known, electrum coming out of Asia 
Minor around 650 BC. This small hemihekte is only 8.5mm in diameter but its history 
is quite extraordinary. Below is a bit more about the huge emphasis that animals 
played in the iconography of coinage. Our coin also is a plate coin in the standard 
references available for early electrum. 

Ionia, Hemihekte. c. 650 BC. Ram's head left /Square punch with irregular surface. (1.149, 
8.5mm) Weidauer 51 (this coin); SNG Von Aulock 1798 (this coin); Ln 1135 (this coin). 

Price: $8,000 
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representations to realistic depictions. These animals were often chosen to represent 
species of religious and sacrificial importance or as the focal animals for the reigning 
gods of the region. The physical attributes of particular animals were also selected for 
propaganda purposes, equating the strength and power of the animal with that of the 
city-state to elevate its status in the eyes of those who used the coins. 

This coin is an extremely rare l/l2th early archaic stater and while it’s not certain 
precisely where this coin was struck, Agnes Baldwin Brett proposed that it was struck 
in Klazomenai because the ram was commonly used as a coin design of this city 
during the fourth century BC. 

Ram’s heads were popular in Greek artwork, especially bronze sculptures. While the 
attribution isn’t certain, it’s possible that the ram on this coin represents the ram- 
god Apollo Carneus, a seer and son of Zeus and Europe. 

This coin comes from a long pedigree, being pictured in the de-facto reference for 
electrum coinage by Dr. Liselotte Weidauer and in “Electrum and the Invention of 
Coinage” by Joseph Linzalone. It also resided in the famous collection of Hans von 
Aulock. 

VonAulock (1906-1980) was the son of Major John von Aulock of Silesian nobility. He held 
numerous positions at international banks, eventually becoming a consultant at a Turkish 
bank. It was during his time in Turkey that von Aulock developed his interest in ancient coins. 
He built an extensive collection focused around Asia Minor coins of the Roman Empire. His 
collection was published in eighteen volumes of the Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum series and 
remains one of the most important reference works for Greek coins of the Roman Empire. He 
was given an honorary doctorate for this work and upon his death his collection was dispersed, 
with much of it being sold to the British Museum in London. 


If you are interested in this coin please email shanna@ shannaschmidt.com 

If you are interested in any other coins I have available please visit my website 
www.shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 
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